Guided reading book bands, word counts & NC levels (old and new)
	Band
	Colour
	Words
	NC level
	Years
	notes

	Band 1
	Pink A/B
	Under 25
	Working towards L1
	R
	Simple vc cvc words one line of text phase 2 HFW

	Band 2
	Red A/B
	25-45/45-80
	Working towards L1
	R, (Y1)
	CVCC & CCVC words, still simple sentences but with more sight words- phase 3 HFW

	Band 3
	Yellow
	80-100
	1C Reception children should be beginning to read at yellow.
	R, Y1
	More than 1 line of text- has to be clear so that children can track with their eyes. Longer words to allow for chunking. Phase 4- HFW 

	Band 4
	Blue
	100-200
	1C/1B
	(R), Y1
	More text, greater variety of story types- fantasy, traditional etc phase 5 HFW+

	Band 5
	Green
	200-300
	1B
	Y1, (Y2)
	Greater variety of non-fiction (index & contents pages) and fiction books- with new vocabulary to extend children. Still plenty of pictures.

	Band 6
	Orange
	300-450 
	1B/1A
	Y1, Y2
	Less illustrations more text but still within children’s ability to read indpt

	Band 7
	Turquoise
	450-600 
	1A -End of year one expectation
	Y1, Y2
	Text heavy books- short stories with very few pictures across the book. Non-fiction books containing technical language that children may not have experienced before. 

	Band 8
	Purple
	600-850
	2C
	(Y1),Y2
	Very similar to Turquoise level but more text- children should have good pace and greater understanding of genres and authors purpose.

	Band 9
	Gold
	850-1100 
	2B
	Y2, Y3, Y4
	Books should be much longer and non-fiction books should be more sophisticated. 

	Band 10
	White
	1100-1500
	2A
	(Y2), Y3, 4
	Fiction should have greater depth with underlying themes to allow discussion.

	Band 11
	Lime
	1500-2000
	3C- End of year two expectation
	Y2 Y3
	Books that challenge readers- greater variety- plays, poetry, information books.

	Band 12
	Brown
	Over 2000
	3B
	Y3, Y4
	Books that are part of popular series so that children have the opportunity to become familiar with the characters.

	Band 13
	Grey
	
	3B
	
	

	Band 14
	Unbanded
	
	3A
	
	


